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THE NATIONAL FORTIFICATIONS.
Arc We Prepared for War with Great

Britain or Spain?
A Glance at Our Bea-Coast Defences.Thoir Loeationand Present Condition.How to ProtectOur Harbors.Torpedoes va Ironclads.TheWork of the Engineer Corps

During the Past Year.The Proposed
New Batteries and Modifications

of Existing Fortresses,

WHAT SHALL BE DONE ABOUT IT ?

Wasuinoton. Fob. 14, 1872.
The coast line of the United States, comprising

the territory bordering upon two oceans, the Gulf
f Mexico and the great lakes, is of such vast ex-

tent that for many years to come large annual expendituresmust continue to be made and many
new doiensive works erected Defore all or Its rivers
and harbors can be pronounced perfectly sale from
hostile attack In time of wur. Fortunately a beginninghas already been eflected, and considerable '

progress made In the work of putting our principal j
seaports in a state of defence, lu the preseut t
critical stale of our relations with-England.the '

greatest naval Power of the world, trustworty lu- c
teiligence respecting the condition of the lortlilcatiousat these points uecomes of great importance, ^
not only to their immediate residents,

_
but

to the country at largo. The latest L
Information accessible is cuntalnod In the »

annual ulllclal report of Major General Humphreys, tI
Chief Engineer of the Artuv, which was communl- ri

rated to the two houses of Congress at the Beginning
ol the present session, and is now passing through the j,
press at tne Government Printing Oillce in this city. w

That portion of tire report which Is devoted to the ^

subject of coast defences occupies so much space ^
thai, in order to lay It before the readers of the
Herau>, it has been necessary to orlng It Into soinewhatbricler compass, lu doing this, however, care p
has been taken to retain all that is really interesting t!
and essential to a lull comprehension ol the subject, ^

The report opens with au acoouu. or tne conclu- ,<
eions which have been reached, from experiments p
made since the war, hoi n at home and abroad, re- J.1
epectitig the proper principles of construction of de- ti
lensive works. tt
The lntrodactlon or a new system was rendered 11

necessary by the increased size of ordnance now used w
en shipboard and the general adoption of iron-clad 11
war vessels by all the prominent maritime Powers. £
The principal poiuts may be summed brloily up u
as follows:.1'irst, confining the new coastructtons
to powerful barbette batteries In earth and sand, a
thoroughly protected by traverses aud parados, and p
modifying existing barbette natterles so as to bring J"tnein 10 tho necessary standard of strength and g

efficiency; second, to substitute (as far us pracu- t<

cable) depressing gun carriages for tnose that ex- £'
po-e the armament an I canuouiers above the para- r
pet; tlnra, to make liberal use of heavy mortars;
fourth, to employ torpedoes as accessories In the jj
defence of the channel ways and approaches to the c
harbors; fifth, to use obstructions and Hunting bat- d
terms to retain the enemy betore the guns of the lit- 1
turul batteries; and sixth, to use In the batteries j
the mom powerful guus of modern ordnance. d

CASEMATE0 WORKS.
In the preceding no reierence tias been made to b

easeniated iortiflcations, and mere Is at present no 11
Intention ou the part 01 the Engineer Department J
to recommend either the modification ot existing u
casemates or the construction of new works m this u
kind, liui It is important that some guns at each
ol our great harbors be protected by casemate cover >
ot some kind. To learn what maritime countries s

' were doing m this particular, aud especially the c
extent to which iron had been introduced into their r
Boa-coast defences, Colonels liaruurd and Vv right t
end captain Miehle, of the Engineer Corps, were
cut abroad last year, ami their report, now in *
press, contains valuable lmormuiiou. t

TOBPIDOW. 1
The use of torpedoes and of obstructions in tho

chancels leading to our seaports win be indispensablein a ooiiilict wlili a maritime Power of any prominence;but they cannot be successfully moored or
manuged without uu intimate knowledge of the
direction and velocity of the tidal currents peculiar
to the totalities- These considerations have led
during the pa^t year to a series or examinations in
our principal harbors upon lUe velocity and uireo*
tion of the currents. Torpedo experiments have
also been carried on, under ueneral Aoooit, at Witleit'sPolat, N. V.. aim considerable advance made
in the knowledge ol the methods of firing tnem and
the law governing explosions ol various kinds of
powder under wuter.

SEA-COAST MOKTAR BATTERIES.
The lire lroui mortars is an iinpoitant part of the

defence of our harbors against lron-clads. Tho appropriationsof 1870 and ls71 lor the construction of
mortar butteries MnpUUMd to $176,000, winch it Is
designed to expend upon the important ports of
Portland, lios'o.i, New York, i'tiliadeipuia and >Sun
rrancisco, as roiiows;.
Foniaud .' 4 mortars. $6,000
Huston 14 mort ars. ;i4, ooo
New York...., 40 mortars. 80,000
Fiuladblpfita 6 mortars. lil.uoo
ban Francisco us mortars. nil.out)

lor the construction or those batteries
have teen prepared, and the work commenced at
aome pointa. a luruier aporopriutiuu oi $100,000 la
recommended lor next year.

VCKTIFICATIONS ON THE EASTERN COAST,
(in cliaige of Lieutenant Colonel J. C. Duane, Corps

of Engineers.)
Fort Knox..T ills work, situated on the Narrows

of the i'euobscot Iliver, opposiie Bucksporr, is now
nearly completed, no appropriation being at presentasked for 11. it comprises both casemated and
baruelte Latteries of heavy guns, aud la designed to
protect the city of Bangor aud other towns unon
thii Penobscot, and to render the nvcr a secure harborof reiuire tor the shipping of tne extensive Easternsea coast. 1

Fort Popjam..This work defends the entrance,
through the mouth 01 ihe Kennebec Kiver, to the
rich valley ol tuts river, the cities of Bum
aud Augusta and tne Cubed States Arsenal
Ht the latter place, it lias oeen finished upon
Its gun fronts to the level of the barbette battenoa.
The projects lor its completion liavo not .vet noeu
prepared. No appropriation has oecn made for it <
tor several fears past, aud none is now asked. t
Fort BOKOES is situated ou Hog island ledge, and

la one 01 a aerie* designed to defeud tue harbor and J
channel-, of the important strategic position occu- 1

filed by the city of l'ortlund. l ilteen thousand dol- 1
urs was expendel last year In bonding magazines f
and breast-helgh walls and completing a new c
entrance. A lurUer appropriation of $20,000 is
necessary tor Its completion (wtilon, it is believed, "
can be efleeted Defo e"the clcse 01 ihe the coming t
hscal yearj and to place Us barbette armament la t
position. r
NHW I'OKT PREBLE, PORTLAND H AltBOR..Onder

the plans prepared lor the completion of this fort h
laoor w.is commenced 11 August, ls70. unrmg tue
present year it is expected that ihe work 111 and ad- h
joining tne om redoubt, together with the exterior t
ol tue h iuth battery, w.il be completed. Four new <
traverses will be constiucted and positions made ]
read.v lor nine additional guns. Amount of appropriationrequisite lor next Usual year $60,000.Fort bCAMMKI, PORTLAND 11 ARBOR, OCCUpleS B i
most important siluatton, omiuandiug four of tne
principal channels. The work 01 renovating it was 1
commenced in August, I8?i. During the present t
year the great magazine, most oi tne parados and I
tlie new arcnes fu tile west Damon will be built, lor

whichan appropriation or $io»,ooo Is asked.
New Work at Portland JJcaii it is designed i

to occupy tins commanding position by a baroette t
battery ol thirty-iour guns of n-avieat calibre, so
arranged that all the approaches to the mam channelol the harbor will ou swept oy some or all of its
guus, and an enemy's fleet prevented from taking
op a position behind bang's Islrun from which to
bombard Portlr.nd or shell the shipptug in the liar-
bor. it is important to tlie saiety >r the city and
harbor that sued a fortification, exterior to tue presentdefensive works, should be commenced at once,
and lor ihi^ purpose au appropriation of $'.2,000 is
ra.nmmon.ll.il

fokt AlCt'i.AKY, FORTHmoutit 11ARBOR, N. II..
Turn worlc Is locatea 011 Kittery Point, Maine, ami,
In conjunction with Port (Joinn tut ion, opposite,
forms the only defence to the mouth of the

. JHscataqua Itivcr ami to the Navy Yard at Klttcry.
it was commenced soon after tno close ot the rebellion,but, owing to the adoption of the new system,us plan will nave to undergo certain nodlilcations.No outlay was made for Its improvement
during the past year, but au appropriation of
$76,uo« la now called lor.
Port Constitution..This Is a caseraated fort on

ttoe old plan, sltuaieo nearly opporlte the preceding.No appropriation is asked for the next
fiscal /ear.

DIFENCRS OP BOSTON HARBOR
(In charge «i Colonel 11. W. iJcuham, Corps of Engineers).
Port Wabrkn This important fortress is designedto protect the mum channel or entrance, and

to command the anchorage of N'antasket Koa<is. It
la acUsemated woik ol the Aral clasa, bnt requires
extensive improvements, in which It Is proposed to
expend $160,uoo during the coming year.

iiaitkuy at Lono Island Hkau..This Is meant
to command the entrance into Boston harbor
ilnougu lltosd hound, and Its early completion is
very desirable. ihesniuof $37,6(W was expended
upon it last year; lor the present year twice that
amount is neeued.
Pout Winturop. .Tills work, with Fort IndepenOPF*'*®"b'es of the main ship channel,

ViT . .
,nuer "no of defence lor the harbor

4*1 Boston, it is armed with tliteen-lDch guns, and
It pi proposed during the present year to completeHid iDoUiflCiUow liiieuXy Ocguu m luv (" U

f

NETW TOE
. .1

moth batteries and to prepare additional sites for 1

neavy artillery at an expen-e or $76,000. I
fort indarandrnck.a plan prepared by the

Board of Engineers ior tbe modification or tne 1
wonts, comprising a rearrangement or Its <arbetto
latteries, tne thickening ol tbe parapets, consiruc;ioti01 new breast-ueiubt walls ana tne preparation 2
of magazines, traverses aud gua plaiiorms suitaulo Pi
ior Heavy ordnance, will be earned to completioniuriug tbe present year at an expense of $&o,ojo. 1

1!k1\vkkn boston and nkw york. 1
(In charge or Major U. K. Warren, Corps of Engl- <

neert.) I <
fort at Clark's Point, Mass..Was built for t

tbe protection oi New Bedford Haruor. It Is a case- t
mated work, and is completed wltn Lite exception >
of its barbette battery over tne casemates, iho r
board of Flugincers have recommended that at
present nothing lurttier should lie done to It other o
than to preserve It irom deterioration, and that an s
sarlben oaroelte battery ior twenty-six lUteeii-inch v
duouth bore or equivalent rifled guns be erected on l
he lull in rear or ibe fort. Amount of upprupria-
tioa called fur, $40,000. | v
Port Adams, Newport Hakkor, U. I..The o

iiuuuut asked lor tins veur la tluo.ooo, which is to 11
jo applied to the construction of exterior barbette p
jiitiei ie- and to the crectlou of permanent quarters /
tor ontcera at tin* port. Little baa ueeu done our- S
inif the puai year except in the way ol ordinary repairs.i
Lattery on Oanonicus Island, R. L.On the a

Jite of tho oid Dumpling's Tower, where the gov- e
eminent owns about nve acres of luud, It Is pro- 1
posed to coustruct a barbette oatlery lor ten tntecn- d
inch smoth bore or equivalent rifled guns, with
magazine traverses between each pair, 'inis but- p
lerv will eilectiveiy cross its lire with the guus of a
Fort Adams. owing to huavy rock excavations lis p
estimated cost is tlno.oto, half of which amount N
will ne neoded lor the next llscal year.
battbh1ks, narrauansett bay, r. I..TheSO fC

ire three detached barbette batteries, situated upon It
the summit of Dutch island, neur the western en- tn
irauce ol' the bar, aud a Hording emplacements lor at
oriy lliteci-iueu guus or equivalent rifles. The tb
mm of $122,one has been already appropriated by be
.'ongress for tneni, aud $60,000 additional is now tn
ailed for. fls
Forts Trumbull and Criswold, New London,
'onn..These two works, situated the one upon th
no east and the other upon tho west bank ol the tu
aver Thames, proieet the important harbor ol New bs
oinion, Cunu. Plans Have been approved lor tbe lai
lodldeatlou of the exterior barbette batteries, iuo op
rstto mouut twelve and tho Becond nlue tlneen- tu
ich guns, or equivalent rifles. The appropriation in
jqturod lor each is $20,000.

'

$.j
Tort Hale, New Havrn, Conn..During tho
ast year but llttie work hus been done here. Tins o[
jrt was built for temporary defence during the into oi
tar, aud its object having been accomplished it has hi
eeu dismantled.

defences of new york city. re
in charge of Lieutenant colonel johu Newton ana m
Minor.-. <4. A. Giliuoro una U. L. Abbot, Corps of
Engineers.)
Four Schuyler, East River..Tue modifications 01
reposed ou ibis uuportaut worn, which protects
10 entrance to tne narbor 01 New York inrough lo
ong island Nouud, arc or sucb a cbaracter as to lit VV
lor the reception 01 ijie neuviestclass 01 ordnance, pi
ecent iiuproveineiiis are tbe completion ol em- st
laceraeuts lor lour heavy guns on tne cover lace, gi
le building 01 addiilonal traverses, thickening or us
arapets and cite construction ol a new battery tor
tree siege guns ol large calibre at the north end of th
le covered way. It is proposed to expend $f0u,00J pi
1 further improvements ol a similar nature. cu
Fokt at W illlti's Point, East Uivf.il.This w
or* unites with Fort Schuyler In the deience of at
ic eastern entrance of New York harbor. The ui
Iterations lor the removal ot obstructions or naviationat Hell Gate render it even more important
iian herelolotc mat tuis channel or approach to gi
ew York city auil the Brooklyn Navy Yard should
e put in a proper state or de.cnce. Appropriation in
sKed for the next liscal year, $U0,0J0. uurlug the w
a.->tveur an underground passage from the new ui
luit batteries to the water baitcry, 270 leet loug, has
een completed; the large storage magazine, ue- ci
Igned 10 contain 26 i.ooi) pounds ol pu.vucr, w
ogetner whh six service magazines, nas been nearly 01
luished, and the parapet, containing emplacements
or twelve neavy guns, so lar completed as to be ic
eudy lor the reception ot tue guns, if uecessarv. ui
Fort Columbus, governor's island.-In the pi

iew barbette battery eight truvcrse magazines have
ceu built, the parapet partially constructed and to
xcavatious made 1or the terre-plein and for fouu- bt
utlous lor the eight remaining magazines. Ap- tn
iropriatlon asked lor, $7b,u0t). se
Castle William, South Battery, Governor's
sland..Notulug has been done at these works N<
unug the pust yoar. tfi
Four Wood, beuloe's Island..Thts work, to- at
ether with those upon Governor's Island, is de- ru
igneil to close tne entrance to the East and Hudson
livers and 00 cover New York, part of Brooklyn and
erscy City rroin the bombardment of a hostile Oeec nt
a New York Bay. An outlay ol $17,000 is required
pou it the coming year. ei
Fort Hamilton..This work Is situated at the di

larrows ot New 101-k harbor, upon the Long Island pi
itie. Until tne question as o the use of iron to U
over guns can be Uetermiued no work is uroposed ri
ipou It, other than that necessary lor its preserva- A
ion.
New Batteries Near Fort Hamilton These c

ire earthen narbette batteries exterior to the fort, t>
wid constitute powerlul auxiliaries to the defence ci
jt the Narrows. Appropriatlou asked lor tue next tl
USVsUI J CUt « g>*U,'»UU. r.

Fort at Sandy Hook, N. J..Additional Jetties
were constructed daring the past year, the expense F
ot which i$i3,500) was deiruveil trom the contingent yi
luua. Upon the tort proper no wont was uoue, the t
watchmen uciug the only lorcu employed.
Pobt Wadswobth is situated on lho Stateu i

Island side ot the Narrows ot New Yum harbor, 1
in f > large, nnwiwa structure. No ino.l,iica- n
tlons are proposed at present, and uo funds asked a
other tUun lor Its preservation. '

v
Four on sits oh Fort Tompkins..This work c

crowns the hill in rear of the open ba lories utul c
other works on istateu Island deiending the entrance v
through the Nurtows, acts as a keep lor those t
works, and when completed will throw a heavy lire o
from a litun elevation upon vessels aticmpuuir to e
pass heiore it. Extensive repairs unu improve- y
morns or a miscellaneous character have been p
eireotod dminit the current year, and a glacis c
mortar battery situatod south or the tort completed, p
Appropriation requested, *32,000.
BattPry Hudson,.Staten Island..This battery, T

together witu those on the North end Sooth cluxs, u
ion us a system of earthen barbette loruucatl ins p
lying exterior to Forts Tompkins and Wadsworin, n
ami brings a pnwertul lire to bear upon tne channel w
up to and through tne Narrows. During the past n
year a place lias been prepared for au additional ti
number oi lllieeu-lucn guus ana two service maga- $
runes nearly completed. It is expected that idie
liuitory Hudson extension and tlie return at tlio p
lighthouse wnl be completed and ma<le ready lor a
their new armament during the present working >
season. Appropriation asked lor the next iiscal li
year. $17, boo. d
Nori it and SourH Cliff Batteries, Staten e

Island..No alterations or importance were made g
in these during tne past year. They may be finished 1
according to the existing plans during the present tl
11scat year.

fortifications on delaware river. (
(In charge of Lieuteuaut Colonel J. D. Kurtz, Corps

of Engineers, j
Fort Mifflin..This constitutes one or the inner t

line of works for tne deieuce ot Philadelphia and t
the naval esiablisnmeut at League Island. Tne f
appropriation asked lor tne uoxt tiseul year is t
*H6,ooo. VYiih this sum it Is proposed to carry out a c
nuinner of minor Improvements, also to construct r
auditlonal plutrorms lor il neon inch guns and to ti
L'ornpieie a mortar battery lor six inuriars soutn or s
die fort. c
Fort Delaware..This work, situated on Pea ,

Patch Island, forms an Important pari of the outer
lne of deieuce for the Delaware Klver. New plat- ti
ornis and magazines lor heavy guus have been 1.
idded, and oiuer extensive improvements are lu t
lontempiauon. Estimated expense, $:a>,ooo. t
Battery at Finn's point..Tne continuation of e
powerlul eurtheru barbette batiery lor tins point, g
o form tne iert of the outer line oi defences, lias y
eon delayed lor want of the necessary uct of o
esslon of jurisdiction from the State of New a
ersey. This act will be obtained the present winter
nd operations pushed forward the coming season. f
New Fort Opposite Fort Delaware..Measures e

lave been taken lor the acquisition ol the site of F
ins barbette battery, and it is expected that active v
iperai ions will De commenced In a short time. Ap- tl
iropriation asked lor next fiscal year. *50,000. ll

DEFENCES of baltimore and washington, f(
(In charge of Major William P. Craign.il, corps of

Ingincers.) F
Fort Mchenry..Port McBenry forms part of the t<

nner due ot deicnce for Baltimore and its environs, g
iml commands witn Its tire the interior waters of b
he harbor and the chauuels oi approach thereto. d
A project for an exterior battery lor four guns of
die largest callore lias been prepared and an li
Appropriation oi $20,000 Is asketl lor its commence- d
neat. ti
La/.auktto Point, Opposite Fort McHenry.. oi

i his work wm cross Us tire witti that of Fort ir
Mrlleury, constituting olio of the Inner line of ri
defences of the nart>ur. It consists of an earthen
barbette oatterv lor the mraest guns. Tne site ()
selected is now the property of the United States, tr
aud .111 appropriation of fl5,ooo Is asked for the bi
commencement of the work. tv
Tout Carroll, Daltimorr IlAitnon..This work ni

is situated upon tne outer Hue oi defence. It is a ti
casemated structure, mid until methods of nr. m
ranglug such works shall nave been devised no ox- H
penniture is proposed upou it other tiuiu lor preservation.(iFour Pootb, Potomac Rivbr, md..This workforms the inner line or defence o: the cnannel ot
approach by water to Alexandria and trie cuius ofWashington and Georgetown. 1 ne projects for its ccniodnlcailou and the erection of an additional hat- tileryoi the heaviest guns have been prepared and rarrangements mndo lor the purchase of mesne, mAporoprlatlon asked for the next nscat year, y&»,ouo.roar wambmtoii, Poniuo Ritm, ioSnui oilort occupies a position upon the outer line of tie- <t.
leuce of the citv of Washington, aud requires tl.streiigtfieoing by the introduction of heavier guns. uPlans for earthen barbette batteries immediately sinorth and south of the main work, for the raoutiicationof the existing water battery, have been pre N
i>urod. Appropriation asked for the next fiscal o
j -ar »26,ooo. Cl

t out Monroe, f)i.i) Point Comport, Va This $extensive work occupies an important position,
covering the approacn to Hampton Roads, the a
Navy Vard at Norrolk, and the Jatnes River. During o
the past year Hirangemenut have been made to s
adapt Iuc work lor the reception of hcavv guns of r
the largest sue. Extensive repatis have been coin- t
ploted and work upon the nrienan well, which has r
ulrcady reached a depth of nou icet, Is about to be l
resumed. The present water supply is inauftlclcor,
and It is important, in tune oi war, to nave one j
which will he certain and untaliing. An approprl- t
atlon of $100,000 is askod for the coming tear. J
Four Wool, Hampton Roads, Va..litis ease- s

maied foriress unites with lort Monroe In closing n
the passage to Jiauiptou uoaJs, crossing its fire v

IK HERALD, FRIDAY. FI
with the guns from that fort. * No farther work Is
joniempUled upon it at present.
FROM 11AllHTON ROADS TO key west, FLORIDA.

In chaige of Major y, A. Clllinore, Corps 01 Engineers.)
foot macon..is located at Beaufort harbor, n. c«
md is to be rciuodelled and lurulsUed with a new
lrinatneut its soon as practicaole.
Fokt cas well..Tim tori was constructed at the

noutli ol Cape Fear River, tor the defence oi Wilninpton,N. C.; but to render tiiut city secure an>therwork Is needed at the moutn of the new inlet,
>r perhaiis at Orten's Point. Piaus lor the modliu
ration of Fort Caswell nave been prepared, and
intimates ot cost made out; bu. unm the whole
ubject ol tne defence of this position can be revised
10 w ork is proposed.
Fokt Moultbib, Charleston, 8. c..Operations

luring ihu present year will be ilinlteu to the contructlonof positions lor channel-bearing puns,
villi the requisite service magazines. An upproiriuuonof $40,00a is needed.
Fokt Sumter..It is not proposed to arrange this

vork tor casemate puns, but to slope off the uiound
if sand and ruins so as to make room tor an arma

etitof heavy guns In barbette, behind sauu para-
iets, and thoroughly provided with sand traverses,
ippropriaiion recommended lor tins purpose,
140.O00.
Fokt Johnson, Charleston, 8. C..An approiriatlonol $5,ooo Is required to etfect sucn necesaryalterations and enlargements In the existing
inplaceiueuis as will lit them for the reception of
i-mch guns. No operations have been carried on
uruip the past year.
Castle Finukney, Charleston, 8. C..An apnationof $a,6oo is needed to be applied in repairs
mi in mounting guns of medium size uuoa wooden
lutfornis in the emplacements already prepared,
o improvements ma le daring tne past year.
kiirt jackson. savannah kivkh. ua..This work
irms the main deicnce lor the city of Savannah. '

ih proposed next ycat to repair the masonry of "

le fori, renew the drawDridge, re-enforce the piers j
id arches of the casemates, increase thickness of p
u coveriujr mass of earth, and arrange tuc bar- »
itte wan appropriate traverses, Ac., lor the recep- c
>u ol l&-iuch guns. Appropriation asked lor next »
Cdlyear. 4is,(»oo. a

Fort Pulaski, Savannah River, Oa,.This is "

e principal work for the delence of Savannah ou t,
e outer line- Piojccis to arrange its haroetle t
itteries ami to couslruct platforms for guns ol' the
igest caiiore have been made and approved. The P
orations of the present year will he confined to u

e construction of emplacement lor cnaunel-btargguns, lor wnicn a furtuer appropriation of D
0.000 will he uooded. a
Font clinch, auklia island, Florida..No u
teraiions bevoud slight repairs have been carried a

1, and the projects lor its moditlcatiou are still 0

lid tinder advisement. [Fort Aar on, Sr. Auoustine, Florida..Slight J.
pairs will be made during me present year, but t
> appropnatiou is requested. c

dei'knobs at kky west. t

(In charge ot Lieutenant Colonel U K. Illunt, Corps u

Engineers.)
Four Taylor, Key West, Florida..This work ,
r the defence of the important iiuroor ol Key (
est is still in an unllnished couditiou. It Is pro- t
tsed to compiete the advance towers and to con- t
ruct 1 wo exterior baroette oatteries lor heavv r
ins with mauamno traverses. Appropriation ®

ked lor the next nscal year, $100,000.
1'out .1 !£!''» krson, UAIlDbN KEY, FLORIDA.. .no- e
lug liad been bono during ine punt year. An approuuon01 $ai>,ooo is asked lur, lo be applied lo ino
xi.pletion of tlie sea wall, and in continuing uio
orK ou ibe quarters ami barracks. Plans lor tno
mutation ot wus tort lo lieavy guns are still neld
iuer advisement.

DEFENCES ON TIIK OULP COAST.
In etiargo ol Coionel J. u. Siuipsou, dorps of Enuuer.

Four Pickens, Pknsacoi-a, Fla..This work la
lair condition, only a lew necessary repairs

ere made during ilie year, and no appropriation is
i present askeu ior.
l our Barrancas, Pensaoola..It is proposed to
insider Hie .question ol the modification of tins
ork witn a view to tne introduction of Heavier
miiauce. Mo appropriation is recommended.
Four idouiiA is situated at We easiern entrance
Mobile bay. Funis lor lis lnodiQcuuoii so as to

lapt it to tuc modern armaments Have uotyetuccu
repared. Mo special uppropriation Is asked,
i oirr Uainks, Mobile. Ala..This loit needs exnsivealterations to lit it ior the reception of Heavy
ubeite puns. For tne present an appropriation ot
it $5,ii00 Is asked ior, to be expended tu tue preirvatiouol ine site.
Fokt on Ship ihlanp, Coast op Mississippi..
o work doue during lie past year, and no OperaDusare con cmplated at present bevoud Hie c.aro
id pre-ervatiou ol public property and tHo prepadiouol projects lor us modification.

P0KT1FICATION8 NEAB NEW OKLEANS.
In cbarge of daplain d. VV. iiowell, corps of Englwrs.
Four Pike, Louisiana..THls fort commands the
lirunce trirougii Uigoiet's pass (navigable lo light
raugnt ve-scisi Into Luke PoncHariratu. It is prowedto oilect ibe necessary repairs aud to place in
le curved barbette baa ry a nuiubor of ten men
iled guns witti tne proper traverses between tneui.
npropnation asked I r next liscal year, $24,000.
Fort uacouii..ine passage through tne bayou
bet Menteur into Lake Ponohartraiu iscouiinanued
y una work. Projects for its alteration nave been
iinstuered and estimate* of cost prepared. To put
iu work into i lie state recommended by tne Hoard or
(ngineers mere will be required tue sum of $24,000.
Tower at Proctorsville, Tower Dueres,
lATTKRY tilEN VENUE, lake UORtlUB, La..No CXleudituresduring the past year and none are couemplaiedbeyond a few ncco sary repairs.
Fori' Jackson..Tnis work anu Fort St. Philip,

icarly opposite, are situated on tne Mississippi
tlver, about stxiy live miles below New Orleans,
nil constitute the main detences of that city
gainst Hostile naval expeditions, Tue depth of
inter tlirougu the no yon and lakes leading to the
itv will oniv permit tno approach of smait vessels
urryiug light armaments. The principul channel
vuy through which a naval attack may tic made is
lie Mississippi itiver. Ou this channel, thereioro,
>ur defences should as soon as possible be made
rtlcieut. The work at this fort during the past
ear consisted in repairs to levee and in care of
roperty. It is proposed during tne present year to
oinpte'e the uulimshcd water battery, tor which
urposc $75,0() i is asked.
Fort 8t. Philip.. No work done the past year,
hiriy-seven tnousand five hundred dollars, avallbiefor work duriug the present year, will be aoliedto the construction or tne new battery recoiutendedby tne Hoard of Engmoers. T'uLs amount
till not be sudlcient; and to complete all repairs,
Iterations and additions designed by die Hoard
acre will be required a lurtner approprL. .on of
70.5,0.
Foiit LrvisosTONE, Louisiana..This barbette
rora is situated at tne entrance ol Haratavia Bay.
nd was intended to prevent access to tne city of
lew Orleans by this rouie, at tno same time socuriigan anchorage tor the use or our vessels of light
ranghi. Projects ior its modillcatton and for the
mplacement ot Home largo rifles and Hmootli bore
uus Imve been devised by tne board 01 Fnglueers.
0 carry out tne recommendations of the Hoard
here will be required tne sum of $as,uiK).

on the f cific coast.
In charge of Lieutenant Colonel C. 8. Stewart and
Major George H. Mendell, Corps of Kngiueers.)
Fort at Fort Point, California inis is one of
ho principal reliances for the delence of the enrarceto the naroor ol San Francisco through the
.olden Gate. Jt M situated on the southern side of
he channel and is a urge cascinated work, with
xtensive exterior batteries for heavy guns and
fiortats. The casemated part has been esHontmlly
ntslied for some years, and the barbette batteries
hould be pushed to completion at ail early day.
lood progress .was made with tnem tho past year.
Appropriation now asked lor $125,000.
Fort at Lime Point..This lort, with Its douchedcartnen baroetto works ut Point cavallo,

.imesione Ktdge and (Jraveily beach, is located on
he northern shore of the Golden Gate, and protectslie entrance to the harbor. When completed tne
xterior batteries will mount twenty-one 15-hicn
una and four heavy mortars. These gnus are uot
ct placed In nosiiton, but It is expected that most
1 them will be in the course ol the coming year.
lii appropriation or $20u,otio is required.
Fort on ai.catrez Island..Alcatrez Island

orms a valuable position lor the deience of the
utrance and tuner waters ol the harbor ot San
rauclsco. Its rocsy shores rise abruptly irom tho
rater to a height suillctcut to secure the fortiflcaIonswith which It is covered against surprise; but
L is necessary to tinroduce guns ol larger calibre,
i»r winch an anpropriatlon oi $luo.ouo is asked.
Batteries at Point San Jose, San Francisco
[arbor.. I he wood work of the batteries continues
j ueterlorate necessarily. Six 42-poundcr rifled
uns on iron carriages arc mounted in the cast
attcrv. No appropriation is yet asked lor the new
etencps projected at this j.oinr.
Batteries on anobl Island, San Francisco
Iakbor..There are temporary earthworks, erected
urtug the late war and are in a dilapidated coudlod.Two of tho three works ictain some degree
r efficiency, aud it is proposed to deicr tno comicnccmentor the permanent batteries projected to
iplaee I hem.
defences of the mottth of COI.tTMBIA rlver,
t» i'.'fwr Thduft rtittniicna pnnvlat nf h'nrt Wfrtvnn mi

to soutn side and uiree detached cnrtnen barbette
merles on the north side of tno entrance. Tin y
ere built lor temporary use during the late war,
in require Irequent repairs. I he revetment and
inborn of tho magazines are rotten and (alien iu
any places. They should a.l ho replaced the coinigyear. Appropriation now u-kc i tor tai.ooo.

foktifloationb upon TUB lakes,
n charge of Lieutenant colonel John Newton,
Major John M. Wilson, and Captains <1. L. uillespleaud F. llarwood, (Jorps of Knglneers.)
FORT Watnk, Detroit, Mich..This work
immands toe channel, and, with its exterior tmu
ri»'H, will control the navigation of the Detroit
ivcr. Plans lor remodelling it have been prepared
ad are held under advisement.
Koar Porter, Near Buffalo, n. Y..The location
this fort M an Important strategic point lor the

uleuce 01 the northern Irontier. Nothing has heen
one upon It during the year, and the plans Tor
* reconstruction are wlthneld for further couderation.
Kurt niaoatia Is situated at the mouth of tho
ingara Kivor, commanding Its debouch Into Lake
ntario, Tne exleusivo repairs projected for the
oioittg year will require an aupropriation of
'46,0U0.
hoar Ontario.Protects the city of Oswego from
sudden at tack or coup at main, or from tne levyr a contribution by a small force of tho enemy on
hlpboard. The work now in progress here Is the
cpiaciug t,v more durable materials of the old
linber scarp, and modifying the barbette for heavy
aoderii ordnance. Appropriation asked lor the
text iiscal year $:io,ooo.Four Montoomrrv -This work occupies an lm

ortaiitstrategic position, and commands tho enr.uiceto Luke Cbampiain irom Hiciielieu or St.
ohu a KiTer. Ii is csM-mtiully coinplele I for tho old
tyic of armament, but requires cerium cnaugus to
dapt it to the modern arnlierv. Appropriation
itcessurv lor its comnietlon ikj.000. v

CBRUARY 16, 1872.-TR1PI

NEW YORK RAILROADS,

Protection of tha Faoplo Against the Monopolias.
An Important Bill in the Legislature.

Proposed Appointment of a Board
of Commissioners with

Extraordinary Powera

The following bill was introduced in the Stale
Senate on Thursday by Mr. Adams, and appropriatelyreferred
An Act to create a hoard of Comrolulonera of Estimate
and Control ot Kailroads In tni, Mate, and to deljne the
powers and duties ol said commissioners.
J'tas people of the State of New York, represented In Senate

tnd Assembly, do enact aa follows;.Section I..A department of railroads for this State Is
icreby created, the ousiuesa of which shall bersaller be conductedby commissioners, to he known and designated as the
duard of Comniiasioue a of Estimate and Control of KalloadsIn tbe State of New York; and Arnasa J. Parker,
jeorge tie ides, Henry K. Sheldon, Lucius Kobiuson and
lorace (heeler ure hereby named as the first commissioners
if said department.
Sko. 2.U shall be the duty of the commissioners created

>y this act to represent the rights and protect the interests ol
.he people 01 this State, who may require tbe use of any railroaudoing business In this Stale, and to see tbat ail such
oads are operated forpublio use.
Sko. o..in ord-'r to carry out tbe full force and Intention

>f turn act the commiislonere named lu lis lirst section and
belr successors shall hare oower, and are hereby authorzed,at any time they or a majority of them shall see hi, to
inter on tbe premlaes or lulo any olllce or budding ot any
abroad company doing business in this State and examine
be books and accounts of such company, and to examine,
nder oath, tbe officers, agents or employes of snch cornanyor any person requiring tbe ase of the road of
uch company, or any periun interested in any manner
i the property of such company, and said commls-
vuwi» jKM 7 auunit'ii^D u IU tuo aviuw

uii.iUlon of such company In all thing* relating to the uroerlyowned by or the Indebtedness of auoh company, and
II thin.* whatsoever pertaining to or connected with the loinate, management, records or control of euch company
* perfectly ana completely a* If said commissioners were
lemseives the actual owner* and manasers of the properly
elougin^ to or operated by such company. 1
rtK.ii. 4..i be commissioner* created by this act shall have
ower, and 1' shall be a part ot their duty, to fix the amount
( the capital mock, and nonued in lebtedness of ai 1 railroad
nrnpanii * doing business In Ibis rtlate; but in no case shall
:ie amount of such slock and bonds, when so fixed, be per-
rilled to exceed the pur raiue of the amount levied on and
dually paid into the treasury of such company uy the stock
ltd bond holders, severally, of tucb company,
nd no such company snail hereafter levy rate*
n tasscuger travel, or tolls on freight translortcdover any ralltoad In tint btate, or in any manner
riialtver lax the people of this State requiring the use of such
oad, to pay interest or dividends on any bonds, stock, contactor other cvii euee of luoebleduess or agreement ot such
nmpany, unless lis full par value was in goud taitn paid into
he irunHury ot tne company issuing the same, by the person
ir party to wuoin such evidence was given ; nor shall cjbnerceor travel hereafter be taxed by uny railroad company
ioiug business in this rtlate, to pay lnteiesl or dividends on
tny of the bunds or stock m such company, nor contract or
igrecmcnt oi sucu company, wbicu was Iran lule.itiy issued
ly any oU.ccr or a.cnt oi such company, or which was issued
iy such company to represent the surplus earnings of too
oad of such company, which earnings have been or are
luiincd to have been, expended on the properties ot such
umnany.
ai o. a..When In the judgment of the commissioners

rented by luia act the rate* on passenger travel or tons on
reiglil transported over any laiiroau doing business lu this
itatu are deemed to be u. jiisl ur oppressive ou the people
ei.ulriug the use of tuca ro id, or whenever the otlicers or
igeuts oi any c mipany representing any such road are noor.ouslycorrupt in the management of the property which
inch company represents, or when sultaole and convenient
iccouuuo latious urn uut i tu uisued tue puuuc requiring t.ie
i-,e of such roaJ, then said commissioners may, ou the ap
jilcailou ui thirteen rupuiaD.e citizens of this stale, reduce
id<j csia'.lisli tno rates wbieti suun company may charge unit
:udeci tor transporting persons or property over uny portion
>f suun roud; uud sum cominlssioners are here, y ciottied
slih power to uete.unne the km of accommodations
which a.l such com, anus doing business In this Stale
ibail provide lor the public requiring the use of sueli roads,
tuu tue time and manner of runuing all trains over sucu
roads, aim a I icings woatsoer. r uce.e 1 or require ! to pronoleHie convenience and welfare of the puoilc requiring
,he use of suon roads; uud In case of refusal or uegiect of
toy r.turoa company doing business iu this State U> comply
ivithibe rates esiadishej or the rules mud regulations laid
iuwu by suid commissioners, or (o correct the abuses oumiluinodof, thi'ii said eomuiissioners are furtuer authorized,
sin powered and dlrccled to taka possession ol the rai road
owned or opcrateo by the compuuy so olleodlng, and all the
hooks, props rty und franchises wuatsoever belonging to or
lonnected Witu the compauy owning or operating such r jad,
mo sulu commissioners may employ agents, for coinpenauion,to operate such road lor* the convenience
it the puodc requiring the use of the same;
nil If the amounts received lor the use of such
-oud are sulhclcnt they shall he disposed of in
he 10 lowmti m.iuntr:.First, to pay the expenses Incurred
n the seizing and taking possession of such railroad oy sucn
lomudssiuuers, and tue expen.-es necessary to operate and
.eu,i suen road in proper repair; second, to pay such just
ieiuan-a at may be ouistauolng and cue against such cum
iauy ; third, to pay tue amount of Interest speclned,
uid at sucn limes and places as t .e contract requires, on the
nits.an .lug bonds of sucu company, provided always that
lie lull par va.ue of sucn bonus had been actuany and in
lood tailn paid into the iressury of the company issuing the
tame, or li sucu lull amount has not been so actually paid,
hon to pay in.erest at tue rate specllied In the bonds uu the
luiouut ae.Uuliv received uy sucn company tor sucn bonds,
iuch interest to ne paid until otherwise provided p o
»i<t ou all bonds outstanding against such
lorapany, and also to provtie a sluniug tund
or tue payment of the principal of such bonds
,o the amount actually received by such company for sucn
lends; lourtn, to pay d,v! lends on the stock of such companyat tlie rale of elgul pet cent per annum, to an aniouut
:quul to tne par value of the amount which had been levied
on and actuany paid into the treasury of auch company by
ihe stockholders of such c iinpauy, and no more; tilth, to
keep socli an auiouut on hand as is likely to be required

to pay the necessary expenses Incurred by tho managemento: sucn roa I. and such Just demands as may
e uulstandln and falling due ag&iuat such company ; and

11 snail be tue duly of said commissioners to pay, on tue
hrst »ay of May aud November of each year, Into tue treasuryot tins Estate, ior the use and benelit of the p. ople tuereof,
an other sums aud auiouuts her, by said commissioners,
which sums or amounts were derived from the earnings or
receipts of such road.

br.o, ti..Nothing in this act shall be construed as compellingtoe board of Commissioners hereby created to ag.mine
any ouii»atlou* ot any railroad company, wuich obligations
were issued through lrand, or oi any railroad company
WuuS 'roai, under proper and judicious management, cannotearn a suilicleut amount to pay uil Just claims arising
out oi its operation aud management, a id also a sullieieut
sum to pay lair rates of Interest or dividends on Its actual
cost of construction and equipment; but this act shall be
condrue.i us'conferrlng on tue ooaru hereby created all the
power wUtcu the Legislature of this State can confer on any
pcrs.iu, body or board to protect the rights and Intercutsof the people against fraud In rallruad managementIn this State, and to prevent any eiicroacnincutson the rights of the people by railroad companies,
to prevent the eaiaoilstnneut of railroad monopolies, to correctabuses growing out ot railroad mauaaeuie.it, to see that
ad such roads >u this Stale are managed aud operated lor
puodc use, aad to protect travel aud commerce trom being
luted for the use oi railroads lu this State to pay Interest or
divldeuds on capital never actually expenuad either iu the
construction or equipment of such roads.
sec. 7..All acts or parts of acts permitting an Increase of

the capital stoca or bonded tudebtedness oi any railroad
company doing business In this state, beyond au amount
equai to tue par value of wuich was levied on aud actually
paid into the treasury of the compauy issuing tue same, una
all acts or paits of arts which permit or allow any railroad
compuuy to pay lutereat or tuvldeuds on any coutract
or a.rremciit ot such company, the par value
ot wuicn was not actuany paid into the
treasury of such company for Its use and benefit by tbe personor party to wuuui such contract or agreement was
Issued, are licreoy repealed; and berealter no ruhroad companydoing business in ibis State shall declare or pay, or tax
commerce or travel 10 pay, Interest or dividends amounting
to morn than emht per cent per ai'uiim on any stock, bonds
or other evidence ul indebtedness or agreement ol luuti comLany: and uo rat.roan company doing business In thu State
shall berea.ter levy rate* on passenger travel or tods on
[ eight transported ov r iti road, or in any manner whatever
lax commerce or travel to pay interest or dividend! on a

greater amount than has been actually and in good taub exper.deby such company either In the construction or equipmentof the road represented.
S. u. a.->aid cominus.ouers of Estimate and Control of

Railroads In thu State ol New Yorlc are hereby empowered
lo administer oatlis or affirmations, and to send tor persons
and papers, and to oompci the atieodance ol wi.nesscs at
meetings or their boaru, or before them separately, and for
bat purpose a majority of tbeui may appoint a sergeaul-al»iins to sal I board, who shad be clothed with power to enorccail orders or decrees of said board.
SCO. D..The Commissioners hereuv created shall make a

^ull and complete reoort ol ail business doue by their board,
or each year, ending on the ISlal day of October, which report
ihail oe presented oy said commissioners to the Legislature
ol this Maie on or before the 10tn day of January of each
luceeeaing year; and said commissioners shall appoint one
>r their number to act as president and another to
ict as treasurer of sal.i board, and said commissioners
may a.so appoint a person, not a member ot said board, to
set as secretary ot such b ai d; and said board shall have a
,eal of office, an Impression of which shall be attached to
ill olhclal papers connected with the business or said board;
snu said board shall have power to employ as many oihcers,
meni* clerks ur laborers as may be necessary to cany this
act into full cUect; and sai l commissioners are autborixeutu piovitle themselves with all the offices and property
necessary tor thu convenient transaction of their business as
such commissioners; and the salary of said commissioners
sb it, be t,-7.Mltl*eaju ner annum lor their services as such
tomiiilssloners; and, uutll otherwise provided, said Commissionersnhall determine the salary or wages of all persons,
Dlber thau themselves, necessary to carry this act into lull
force, operation and effect.

hl.o. III..The commissioners created by this act, and their
successors, shall give bonus satisfactory to the Comptroller
ul' this Mate lor the laltbiul au honest performance of the
dimes hereby Impose on and trusts connded to said commissioners.the amount of such bunds or suretlee to be the

UCMMOr*.
8Ai:. II..In cue of vacancy, caused by death, resignation

or inability to serve, or tor any reason whatever to perform
Lite amirs hereby imposed on the commissioners named In
me hist set lion of una act, or any part of them, then it ahall
tie .he duly of the Legislature to hold a joint meeting of the
Sen sir ;i i,a Assembly of this State, In the Assembly Cbaraticrof this State, and at noon on the third Wednesday of JantaryIn < sell year, when such vacancy Is found to exist, to
:act thiir vo.es nvu ro- lor such person or persons as they,
n their judgment, shall sec 111 to till the vacancy then existon,and me person ur persons receiving the greatest number
)l v ilcs snail bo duclsred du:y elected to till such vacancy.
srr. In: The terms of nlllce of the commissioners hereby

tamed shall lie for one, two, three, lour and nve years, to be
leieruuned by lot or otherwise, at they or a majority ot
hem snail determine, and any commissioner hereafter
'lecled to nil a vacancy in such board shall hold hie oiUce ae
luuh commissioner fur the uneipired term of the comraleitooerwhose otllce he Is e.ei tea to nil; and all other commiedonersshall t,e elected In the manner prurlded for tilling
rat-ancles, and shall be elected for the term of hve years;
>ot in no case shall any such commissioner receive comoenlationlor his services except from and after tbe date on
wbkb he commences to perform the duties of such commsstooer.
Hsu. la. -No commissioner herebv oreated or his succesicrssbsll be personally interested, directly or Indirectly, in

tny stock, bonus, or agreement of any railroad oompaoy dongbusiness In t Is State, aud any wilful dereliction of duty,
oetrayal of trust or collusion with any such company, Its otB:ereur agents whatsoever, upon tbe part of any such commissioner,sball be dermed a fslony and be punished by forleltureto tbe state of me amount of tne bonds of the cominlsilonerso oileuding and by imprisonment In one of tbe State
Prisons of this State for a term not leu than live years; and
for any will ill violation of duty or betrayal of trust by any
ifllcrr, agent, clerk or employe of euch commissioners, the
person so olfending shall be deemed u haying committed a
Felony and be punished by nne or Imprisonment, or both, at
Ibe discretion ol tbs bounty J tidge, or of on# or the Judges
if Ins Supreme Court of this State resldlns In or hording
3ourt In the county where such offence wu committed; but
n no cue shall such flue exceed tne sum of glu.uuO, or such
imprisonment ten yearn in one of the penltentlariee or Stale
frteons of this state.
arc. 14 W hen any railroad company originally repreeentnga ralirnad under tbe management and control ot the

loard hereby created shall duire In good faith to again take
possession of Such road, and when said company shall give
svldence of lis Intention In good faltb to comply with all the
-eipnremcnta ol said board, then It shall be the duty of said
xiard to surrender hack all tbe properties aud tranchlaea
irlgjn.illy owned or held by aucb company, and at eucb time
11 tne possession or said board, upon saltf company paying
tU costs and expenses made, owing and incurred by aalil

jE sheet.
boaraby reason of the seizure of the property of Mid em*
pany. |MP(!Sko. 14..After the Dassage of thli act no railroad oompanydolug business In this State aball part with tbe ownership or
eontrol of any of tbe property belonging to aald company, or
make any contract for the expenditure of tbe moneya of TV. a,
eucb company, amounting to more than $10.0U0, without brat
obtaining tb. coneent thereto ol tbe commissioners hereby Dan'created.,

S «u. 16. .In order to obtain tbe meane neceaaary to organlieand put the board hereby created in complete working condition,and until tbe amount hereafter to tie assessed on rail- rn .haroad compautea doing buaiueu In thla State aball be otherwiaedetermined, the Treasurer of the New York t'entral and creditorItudaon Hirer Kallroad Oompanv eball pay Into tbe treaeury n.of this State, on the Hrn day of each month after the passage vuinpnn
of tbie act, a turn In money equal to three aud one lor the Ihalf per cent of the grots earnlnge 01 aatd road for ..Qt. .

the mouth preceding euch dale; and tbe treasurer* oiatcu t
of the New York and Harlem, the Rensselaer and acts Of tSaratoga, the Home, Watertown and Ogdensburg tbe Longla and and Lake Shore Kallroad companies, and the Erie COIBpail i
Hallway Company aball each respectively pay, at tue time Allien 6aud place above specified for payment by tbe treasurer of the '

New i ork Central aDd Hudson River Hallroud Company, a BCnted, (
sum in money amounting to two per cent of the gross earn- unliHtittitlogs of the roads auoh companies severally represent; aud I be
.. ».» v.. «. «. vm ui aujr buuii iuuucjtb |mm fUltvU C
Into the treasury of this Htate all warrauw or drutU aignedby the president and countersigned by tbe treasurer or tlie necucut
board hereby created. AIdeil DlSka 17.All acts or parts of acta Inconsistent with thU act, ,
or conflicting with tbe prooer and complete working of thia trtct Cou
act. are hereby repealed. rmivintrSka lA.Thia act aball take effect Immediately. praying

and Eric
JAMAICA. pany pul

their api
Tlie Mall Service with New Vork.Suicide While

of a Convert from Judaism. made ai
Kingston, Feb. 8, 1872. neoticut,

The government of this Island advertises for pro- Plication
posats for the performance of a monthly mail ser- 40 'In*0*
vice by steamers between Jamaica and New York. 28th 01
A table of the freight and passenger tratllc for the answer t

last eleven moutns of 1871 is appended to the ad- on tt>e 4

verttsement. Tne Postmaster Ooueral has con- d leated
tracted with the Royal Mail Company for a mall Court of
service between this island and Erii»su Honduras, the dlstrcommencing next month. tpTne Kev. Mr. Kosenfeldt, a convert from Judaism, 11118 aecI
who was sent out here by a society lor the proua- nectlcul
nation or Christian knowledge among the Jews, court tbcommitted suiclue In nis lodgings. He left a letter ,h_ .

upon his dressing table addressed to tlie Btsuop of ln lU0 p<
Kingston declaring that he had been driven to the that all fi
act because others were c inspiring against htm, connecth
nut that he dieu ln tne full beller of the truth of MChristianity. After making provision lor his wile,
wno is now ln Germany, he left tne balance of his 41 *e

estate to De used in aid of the conversion of the
Jews. The death ol this gentlemau produced a pro- ,lound sensation In Kingston, particularly among A"e 811

the Jews, who were ol opinion, beiore Mr. Rosea- ,,, ,!.J Nfeint's letter was read, that he had renounced r.,
Christianity.

THE BAXTER STREET FIRE, muted u
James Cassen, the owner of the buildings Nos. catioi^oi

8, 0, 11 and 13 Baxter street, which were consumed meui of
on- Wednesday night, has suffered a loss or $8,ooo Counsel
by the accldont. The Drat and second floors ol No.
11 were occupied by E. II. Valentine, a mouider, company
who sostuiued a loss of about three tbousund allow Ad
dollars and was not insured. The oasement was (\Vr!i!>'roccupied by (rank Moore, a box manufacturer, who " ^
lost $o00. No msurauce. n

TUB TUIRD FLOOR, UUtd aitwhich was occupied as a lan manufactory. was '

damaged $1,600, No insurance. The lourtti Boor "i /fr' {J
was occupied by Napoleon Jenkins, who susiained y,,
a loss oi $i,60o. No Insurance. Tho tilth floor was
occupied by Williams Jk Co.. turners, who lost prop- ,,r\
ertv to tue amount of $1,600. They were in- ,,YAr, j.n
sured for $l,ooo in the St. Nicholas ana Andes .'V...^eowoaules. Tue sixth floor was occupied uy ueorge tQe lcomW. Ferguson, who also occupied me second mid n#»i
six to floors or No. 9 Baxter street. This Una lost
$4,000, but were Insured lor iliac amount iu the '

sWilliamsburg City, Aicua, oi Harilord, anu Lafayette
companies. The uaseinent aud first floor ol N'o. 0 titioueii
were occupied by Fischer A Carpenter, moulding ".Tuc
muuuiacturers, who sustained a lo-s ot $3,000, and
were insured for $1,000 in the Franklin, of I'luiadeiphia.Tne intra una fourth floors were occupied
by Air. Bananau, mouldiog manufacturer, who lost Clr""jj$3,0( 0; no Insurance. The lifth floor was occupied
by T. l rebel, moulding manufacturer, who lost ..i ,J,
$l,ooo, but was not insured. Tais building, No. 9, proceed!

TOTALLY DESTROYED, erffroleand was not Insured. No. 7 Baxter street, a two
story lrame building, tne property ol James tionui tKenedy, wus damaged to the extent of $1,500, and Coartginsured lor tnat amount iu tne Nori U Hlver ln«ur- /-."J"
ance Company. The stock in the piace was dain- , «...

uged $6oo and not insured. No. 13 In the same Au tlllstreet, the properly of James cassen, was only sineraUcslightly damaged, and the Inhabitants were put to <ieiiverm
only slignt inconvenience. In the rear of No. 9 a n
lour story brick butldiug, belougiug to Casseu, was certain' idamaged to tue exteuc of $4,ooj and uol insured. tT4WThe occupants of this building suffered damage 10 }10\.. *

the exteut of $1,000, and the ouly lusurance held lu _..

was by smith & Co., who were tusured lor $1,600 in au.J~the Andes and Royal Insurance Companies. states ai
separateTHE 0IESKI ARSON CASE. '

separate
a duty u

A Further 4 oufeasloB, within C

Cieskl, the proprietor of the house in East Sixty- stances
second street, made a further coulesslou yesterday equal re
to ine Fire Marshal of his connection with Jones, in allien
who is accused with having set Arc to that and sev- uuthorit.
eral otner plates. The following is the confession precise?.)
Whioh officer Relnlsch translated, nuuer oath, to goveruei
the Fire Marshal:.When tne Are occurred in 10 ln
Clinton street on the J«tn of March, 1871, Anthony law was
O. Jones sent me and my family up to Haverstraw ruptcy n
and during m.v absence set lire to the store. 1 was 10 aacert
men insured for $soo and received a check lor $4oo necessar

FOR MY LOSS 0«e ( 'j"1from the company, which Jones went and cashed houid b
lor me and then deducted his share lor bis trouble. RRd be p
Alter the Are I moved to Morris avenue, Elizabeth, nwnisira
N. J., wheie Jones procured $1,000 Insurance for v»ew to
me, and on tne 4th or July, 1871, ho sent m? and my l"e a"al
family over to New York to view the fire works at JJJ; morethe Cll.v Hail, ami In mv absence he flred the place, ment, wi
He men received a check for $ooo. wiih widen he ,,.2 *
did the same way as before. I then moved to loo ®lll,er lIjPrince street, but 1 resided on the corner of North ln anotl
Fuurih and Fourth streets, Williamsburg. Jones mailer u

came there one day ln Novomner, 1871, anl sent us ,e Prt
alt away. When we were goue he sec lire to this _?*. 1

place also. ment am
1 WAS INSURED ^l,,

there for $l,ooo ana received on settling with the in- ®;®J";ora
urance company a check ior $5oo, which was a'"r~1

cashed by Jones, who took his snare this time in tho ®*.®au,J
same manner as berore; jones told ine, uot long ®J,®®. "®c

since, that in December last a fire occurred in a
lounge manufactory ln Eldrldge street, between au'ir!a"
canal aud Hester; this place had been occupied by "' tyj? P
a country mun or his, whose name 1 don't know, but ®a

,, ,a''Jones told me that no Induced this man to take a l~

bookkeeper for a few davs, tnon go to Pntiadelpnia,
and while he was there Jones nromiseil to sel lire to creaitor

tue house lor bun, which he told we ho did at two
o'clock in the morning. ;y 3 ,\,tThe career of Jones as an Incendiary Is having *"y)H
more light thrown upon It every dav, and there is J,®"110"
no douot that tne Marshal wtll have more com-
pialnts against him before this case is ended. aieil on i

Connect!
CUPID'S PIIA.VKS IS NEWARK. and the

setts had
. pany a bi

One More Elopement.A Fireman Who Would shul as r<

Not Beware of the Widows.A Broken En- petition's
(( ( mi. ther pro

Newark has a brace of social sensations again, here is 1

The Fifth ward Is all agog over the elopement a rlglu o'r°l
few days ago of one Charles J*ell, "a fire laddie," equity hi
with Mrs. Lucinda[Frederlcks, widow of a deceased 1.errtet'10
mcmoer of the same nre company to which Pell be* which w
longed. It appears that during Mr. Frederick's 111* TheJu
noss, live or six months ago, Pell was his proceedi

formin si
most asslilnous attendant, and on all sides moD priil
was commended as a model of kind- motion a

hearted fellows. His attentions, nor those gpJJuld?iof the Ynodlcal men, however, Jailed to chamber
save poor Frederick from going the way of all flesh, lorm of t

He died leaving his widow with throe young ^neindfl
children. Pell continued his visits, and for a time the draft
they were regarded by the neighbors as simply a the sole
continuance of nis kind offices to his dead friend's
bereaved ones. At length certain circumstances t

* y
took place which Induced considerable tongue "

wagging. Pell's wire became alarmed and im- "

plored iilm to dlsconilnue ms visits to the widow,
as the neighbors were lull of the subjeot and contlnuallrtalking about it. He heeded her not, but ,"u
continued to deiy the gossips. Last Monday came

TUB DENOUKMRNT. !hI ,l«Wu
A carriage was observed to drive up In front of J?" 4,

Mrs. Fredericks' house, No. 71 Prospect street, ami ..'Jrlir
presently down camo the widow, with her trunk rK.'

v.uiiKvnat fhllsl Una droon trx lha iMwuhmt "-"JT U08

street dopot. Tho same day tire laddie fell dlsap- occurrlni
peared In like manner. Moon after a letter was re- (*u,ry 10 '

ceived by the widow's relatives stating that she had ver80

lelt Newark for good, and desired theiu to dispose upon 1110
or nor furniture and to take rare of her remaining former p
children. Mrs. Pell also received a letter from her
husband, staling that ne, too, had seen the last of
Newark. He had been In business wun his brother,
a grocer, corner of Union and Ferry streets, and, it
Is said, relieved the latter ol considerable reachaDle \ vend*
funds. Mrs. Fredericks Is a brunette of about
twenty-soven, and by no means as fine a looking
woman as Mrs. Pell, The last heard ol the elopers Wednei
was that thev were in the vicinity of Bomervllle, in Heldelbei
bomcrsei connty.

TOT! FOTTRTH WARD 10 Ju<,®e
nas Its story likewise about man's perfidy. A young warrant <

lady of Commerce street named Lucv, nearly re- a long ur
lined to one or tho City Fathers, was engaged to a and pictu
natty youth of tho ward named Johnny, lie hatf was gran
told her that he wits in receipt of $40 per week, and made a d
presented her with a diamond ring, which he said the actol
had cost over one hundred dollars. The marriage tory to se

day was set, tho wedding troutmau prepared and and Hxtu
everything arranged lor the ceremony. In tho fifteen an

meantime, however, the ring proved to be bogus, self takei
Johnny's $40 per week dwindled down to $7 and muted M
Johnny himself proved a gay Lothario. Like a

sensible girl, Lucy has resolved to patch up the During
silglu fractures of her heart and look elsewhere for Mr. Jamc

a lite companion.*eit »ornc
. . ing aboi

ELECTION OP A TREASURER POR RHODE party hai

LSKc
PBOVI0RHCB, Fob. IS, 1872. making

Hamuel Clark, of Lincoln, was to-day elected m^wne
General Treasurer by the General Assembly to OH a deiuiilt ol

vacancy caused by death, - auce con

RTANT DECISION IN BANKRUPTCY.
%

ton, "Eartford and Erie Haflway Com.
f.Question of Priority of Jurisdiction.

month of October, 1870, Mr. Seth Adams, a
of the Boston, Hartiord and Erie Itallroad
r, filed, In the United States District Court
district of Massact usetts, a petition, which
iiat the railroad company had committed
unkruplcy. TUe petition prared that the
r might be adjudicated a bankrupt. James
mother creditor of tne company, also pre*
>n the 20th of Decemoer, 1870, a petition,
lally the same as that of Mr. Adams, to the
dates District Court lor the District of Con;and on the 3lst ol December, 1870, Mr.
-esentcd a petition to tbe United states Dlsirtlor the Southern District of hew York,
tbe Court to adjudge the Boston, Hartford
i Railroad Company a bankrupt. The cora;la answers to these petitions and resisted
ideations.
the petitions were pending Seth Adams
>pltcatlon, botn la New York and Conlorleave to lnterveae aad oppose the apbwhich had been mads la those-dlBtrlcts
f the cortpany luto bankruptcy. On the
February, 1871, the company withdrew Its
ind objection In each of tne said courts, and
id of March, 1871, the company was adjubankruptin Massachusetts, the District
which issued Its warrant to the Manual of
let. In accordance with such adjudication,
oe was showu to tue District Court of Connotto have been dismissed. The Circuit
ereupon proceeued upon the facts alleged
jtltlou. which were not disputed, to dlreot
irtber proceedings in tue District Court of
jut be Btayed, so that tne District Court of
aseits might subseuueutly exerclso ex
jurisdiction lor the closing or the
id tue distribution 01 tue same among the
ol the railroad company,
inilar petition oi mi. aeth Adams was
the District Court lor tue bouthern DlsiewYork February 2S>, is7l, and two days

t Court decided that Adams uau uo standmrtat that stage ot the case, prior to an
in hi ol Uaukruptcv, aud that ue be not per)intervene 10 resist or stay the proceedings
iu tnis district; but tne couri, on tue appliMr.Admits' counsel, penmtted a rearguinecase, and this was uearu Maron 3, 1871.
fur Adams, susiatamg ais claim to interidIn evidence tne decree oi the Massacaustr.ctCourt adjudicating tue railroad
bankrupt. Again me court retused to

lams to intervene. Alter tue company had
vultsanswet to the petition oi Aideu, an
decree adjudging tue company bankrupt
fcred to the District judge. On Marcti 1 no
us decree, but rotamed it In Ins possession
;r tue reargument, without nonce to either
rtles or their aiioruuys or to tue Clerk of
t or the fact oi such signing. Tue District
idorseu upoti tins decree tue words, "Filed
1871. S. B." on deuymg the said appllcaietliAdams alter tne reargument tue Dlsuemane an announcement o> these facts
juurt, und delivered tue order adjudicating
pau> a bankrupt to counsel for Aiden, the
ug creditor, aud this was handed ny him to
: ot the Court, upeu tue records of which it
jrud.
tnese circumstances Mr. feeth Adams petueCircuit Court lor a review aud a reveriproceediugs in ilic District Court, aud lor
ail proceedings iu bankruptcy against the

l in lUat Court.
WoodrutI yesterday, in the United States

Court, gave a ienuiuoued decision iu tue
so. unsays:.
101 only unlit nut unreasonable to continue
nf[s in mote man one uisirict, and me case
ntly proper lor lue application ol iae genlaCourts 01 equity ox co-ortllnaie Juristnaiwneii one has nrsi obialnea lurwdlcliesubject matter, and ol tue purues, other
Bhoutu stay their hands, and allow such
j carry the proceedlugs to a consummation
il disposition ox too matter in question,
eso and, perhaps, other liite coninswere suggested in the opinion
1 on the revievr had in Connect!*
iothtug is, 1 think. more certain
hail tuat Congress, lu enacting the Bank,did uot contemplate any sucn complicaid1 deem it equally certain that nothing
jvisions produces any such necessary re*
he several district courts ol tne United
re not acting uuuer auinonty derived Iroin
sovereignties; they are not auminlstenng
systems ollaws; tuey are not charged with

> afford special protection to the residents
heir local jurisdiction, all wtucn oircumleadto coniltct ol jurisdiction between in*
it dlhorent chutes and operate to secure unsultsamong parties interested but residlug
jut States. The district courts act by one
y; they execute tue same law; each in the
.railou of tne estate oi a bankrupt will do
i what each other district court will do.
d by the same rules and to the same
the opinion referred to the Bankrupt

examined, and the general orders hi bankluueby the supreme Court were cousldered
am, ilrst, whetner sucti proceedings must
iiy. it heguu, no continued in more than
let court; if not, then whicn district court
e deemed to nave priority of jurisdiction
ermitted to go ou aud complete the adtion;and, hnaiiy, 11 the bankrupt, with a
hinder and embarrass me winding up ol
rs, stood by st.ently or colluding with one
ul the parties, to produce sucn embarrassoqldnot take any measures to prevent the
if either Court, uor call to t..e attentiou of
c lact that prior proceedings wore pending
ter district, can the creditor bring the
) the attention of the Cuurt, aud ask that
iceedlugs subsequently commenced be
u order to avoid the expeuse, embarrass1litigation about to arise, to the prejudice
ors, and to tne waste ot the fund which
have a right to share. The court did uot

he broad propo-ition that whenever a
tiled a petition against his debtor lor a delarmgsucu debtor a bankrupt any other
was at liberty uud as ol course to appear
u a right to oppose such adjudication; bat
eld that the court was not hindered from
ling tne application for leave to oppose by
tinical rules governing actions at law mier*
and that cases might exist in winch a
should be heard, and on suHtcleut grounda
-ventiou might property be effective. It
cordlngly held that, It appearing to
unci court in Connecticut, on the

of Beth Adams, that he was
tltionmg creditor in the District
Massacliussetts, that hu petition was thero
-ne 2lst ol October, 1«7j; tuat tue pennon in
cnt was hied oil the 28th of December, 1870,
District court for the District of Massachus,on tlie 2d oi MaicU, 1871, uecreed the com*
iinki-iinr nn.l is^iihiI lis irnpran', to the mar.

squired or the act of congress, the District
Connecticut ought to have received the
of the said Seth Adams aud staved its fur*
cecding. The only question which is open
vnetber the District Court ol Massacnuauldbe accorded, either as matter of stute
in conformity to the provisious of courts of
Living co-ordinate Jurisdiction above re*
>, the same priority of jurisdiction over tne
jourt lor the boutucm district ol New Yorlc
as yielded by tne Court lor Connecticut,
dge goes ou to sav:.in tne progress of
tigs Fu bankruptcy aud in proceedings in
una, both at law aud in equity, it is com*
dice lor a judge to receive tne papers, on a
>r on a final hearing, lor consideration. It
bo held tnat if on such consideration he
i the first instance, in the orivacy of bis
s or in Uts library, set his nana to the
in order or decree, nis power over the sab*
ne javio gone aud that act is dual. * * *

;e says:.1 have no hesitation in saying that
o< an order, though signed, remaining in
possession and knowledge of the Jndge,
lor the purpose ol lurthor consideration or
thcr reason, is subject to tils control. It is
so as to conclude him, ami until It Ls in
inner notlded to the Clerk of the Court or
of the parties, In sucn wee that

Ion can properly be sanl to ue promulgated
need it concludes no one. The result is tnat
nothing in the case presumed upon this
Inch withdraws it irom the operation of
Ion hereioioro made, as above stated, in
let ol Connecticut. 1 have no doubt of tne
the Court to make sucn order herein as
t secure all luteiests, and, if the facts
{ are not admitted, to make a proper lniscertainthem. It will be sufllcient to re*
proceedings subsequent to or founded
adjudication of bankruptcy aud stay ail
roccedlugs lu the District court.

TOSIB9 POLICE COURT,

r of Indecent Pictures Cnptnred.A
XUiei 01 I'lmr,

iday afternoon Detectives Clapp and
g, of tho Central office, made application
Hogan, at tne Tombs Police Court, for a
>f arrest against Adoiph Deer, who has lor
ne past been publishing obscene literature
res at Nob. 3rt.t and 366 Bowery. Tne warrant
ted, and yesterday morning the officers
escent on the promises and lound Beer In
mountinir a number 01 pictures, preparaudingthem out for sale. Tne whole stock .

res, consisting ot about 6,000 pictures and
parutusos were coutlscated, and Deer him1to tne Tombs, where Judge Uogan commto answer in detanlt ot $i,oou ball.

RKNNKKAN ON "TIMS."
tho nrc in Baxter street Wednesday night
s Dunn was quietly looking on when be
person tugging at his waicn chain. Tarnitlie saw Dentils Iteuueiian ami another
ring bold of the watch, and as quick as
ho caught holt of ttiu two and cried for
e, but the utik^twu party «uccee ted in
his escape. Kenn ma t was given over to
, who looked him up till yesiernay morulaJudge llogan pave linn n neanng, and in
ine necessary security for ,uturo appear-«signed in in to a cell below.


